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Today’s Session
• Introduction and Context
• Moderated Panel Discussion: Asbestos in Construction – Closing the Gaps

• Asbestos in Australia
• Asbestos Registers & Surveys
• Competent People

• Asbestos Awareness – Reflections Charity

• Q&A



Poll 1:
Do you think your workplace 
asbestos register records all 
asbestos on site?



Poll – Asbestos Registers

Do you think your workplace asbestos register records all asbestos on site?

• Yes

• No

• Unsure

• Not Applicable



Meet your presenters 

Jo Morris
Director

Joe Stanek
Consultant –
Property Risk

Cassandra Fernandez
Senior Consultant –

HazMat

Zayne Baggott
Principal Consultant /

Team Manager - HazMat



Scenario  – Trades people have been commissioned to work in the building

Is it reasonably foreseeable that they may 
find asbestos in one of these buildings?

Photo: 
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_qrAsr6CrHiA/TTr6fJRSFrI/AAAAAAAAALo/6_ai
PGrdKh8/s1600/Melbourne_skyline_showing_landmarks.jpg

How can this be managed?



Question:
When did they prohibit the 
use of asbestos in Australia? 



Stored ItemsImported contaminated talc goods

“If we built them 
here, then we actually 
have the confidence 
that the standard and 
quality of the product 
are what we expect, 
and they’re safe.” -
Deputy NSW Labor
Leader and Swansea 
MP Yasmin Catley



Question:
What does a workplace 
need to do to manage 
asbestos?



Duties of Persons who Manage or Control Workplaces & 
Duties of Employers/ PCBU

Asbestos to be 
identified or 
assumed at 

workplace (survey)

Analysis of sample 
(NATA)

Prepare Asbestos 
register & asbestos 
management plan

Presence and 
location of 

asbestos to be 
indicated (label)

Access to asbestos 
register

(anyone Working)

Review of asbestos 
register 

(5 years, any 
Change)

Review of asbestos 
management plan 

(5 years any change)
Manage Asbestos

Transfer of 
asbestos register by 
person relinquishing 

mgmt or control 

WHS 421 – 430
Management of asbestos and associated risks



Excerpt from 2018 Asbestos & Hazmat Register

Asbestos identified in building constructed circa 2006



More detailed register that exceeds requirements 

• Individual line numbers (easy reference)
• Estimated extent
• Concise description and information



Question:
What are the key 
differences between 
asbestos registers?



Asbestos Surveys
Management (Div 5 Vic)
When no works being undertaken (all sites constructed prior to 31/12/2003
Vic and WA – no cut-off date)
• Proactive
• Non-intrusive
• Low levels of destruction, disturbance
• Low levels of accessibility
• Lots of assumed to contain asbestos

Demolition/Refurbishment Survey (Div 6 Vic)
• Reactive
• Highly intrusive
• Significant localised destruction
• High levels of accessibility required
• High disturbance potential
• Where possible assumed to contain asbestos should be sampled



How areas should look (following a demo/refurb inspection)

Fixed ceiling opened up to inspection void 
and locate AC pipe

Metal encasing removed to expose pipework 
insulation and allow inspection below insulation



What areas should look like following a demo/refurb inspection

Walls/riser opened to allow for inspection 
of void and framework

Riser opened to allow for inspection of 
pipework



Question:
Is it possible to identify all 
the asbestos?



Within building 
formwork/fabricHeight restricted

Electrical components HRC 
fuses/holders

Behind ceramic
wall/floor tiles

Blue limpet inside column



Question:
What are the things a work 
place do to avoid 
unexpected finds 



How can we avoid asbestos Exposure & Unexpected Finds?
Consider:
• Have you paid for a comprehensive survey? Y/N
• Has all historic and current documentation been made available for the asbestos 

surveyor to undertake an informed survey? Y/N
• Does the site asbestos register document all inaccessible areas? Y/N
• Has plant and equipment been adequately inspected? Y/N
• Is the asbestos register relevant and current? Y/N
• Has a risk assessment been undertaken in areas not accessed? Y/N
• Has all available documentation been made available to workers? Y/N
• Has the available documentation been understood by workers? Y/N
• Is it reasonably foreseeable that there is ACM in similar areas? Y/N
• Have you always taken precautions when accessing areas previously inaccessible? Y/N
• Have workers been trained in identifying asbestos? Y/N
If you have answered no to any of the above…
Previously unidentified asbestos may be present and workers exposed!
ACTIVELY MANAGE  & CLOSE THE GAP TO AVOID THIS!  



Question:
How long does an asbestos 
register last?



Asbestos Register Review

Not exceeding 5 years
• Annual for WA
• More frequent based on risk
• Friable asbestos
• High traffic areas
• Deteriorating
• As determined by AMP

Must be kept up to date; whenever 
• ACM discovered 
• Change in condition
• Labeled
• Removed
• Damaged
• Sealed



Question:
What is a competent 
person?



Selecting a competent person to identify asbestos (the register)

• Appropriate knowledge, skills, experience in identifying suspect asbestos
• Experience in auditing these types of buildings
• Familiarity with buildings and construction practices

types of insulation that might have been used
likely presence in "hidden" areas (e.g. wall cavities & sub-floors) 

• Ask to see past audit reports
• Ask for referees (for similar work)



Question:
What happens if you get the 
audit wrong?



Selecting a 
competent person 
to clear Asbestos 
Removal

Investigations by SafeWork 
SA revealed the licensed 
asbestos assessor failed to 
take reasonable care to carry 
out asbestos assessor work 
safely and competently.

Investigations discovered 
that clearance certificates 
were issued whilst visible 
debris was still on site. 

The assessor failed to 
undertake a proper and 
effective clearance 
inspection to verify the area 
was safe for normal use.

*from SafeWork SA  website



Poll 2:
After this session, do you think 
your workplace asbestos register 
records all asbestos on site?



Poll – Asbestos Registers

After this session, do you think your workplace asbestos register records all asbestos on site?

• Yes

• No

• Unsure

• Not Applicable



“By preventing
exposure to airborne asbestos 
fibres, we could substantially 

reduce, if not ultimately eliminate, 
the tragedy of asbestos-related 
disease and death in Australia.”  

- Geoff Fary
ASEA - ASBESTOS,  MANAGEMENT REVIEW
REPORT – June 2012



Proudly
supporting



Proudly Supporting
Reflections
Australia was once one of the biggest users of Asbestos with a 
staggering 12.8 million tonnes of asbestos-containing materials 
used between 1920 and 2003.

On average, one person dies every 12 hours in Australia from 
Mesothelioma and an estimated 4,000 people annually from 
asbestos-related diseases.

• Millions of Australian homes contain Asbestos in some form
• Over 700 cases are recorded annually in Australia
• There is no known safe level of Asbestos exposure
• We are now experiencing a 3rd wave of sufferers including 

home renovators (DIY) and tradespeople

Reflections’ Vision: Lives Untouched by Asbestos

About the foundation

Established in 2015, Reflections is a not-for-
profit reducing the impact of asbestos on the 
community.

People who have been recently diagnosed with an 
asbestos related disease or their loved ones can 
contact Reflections via the Freecall Support 
Helpline on 1800 031 731. 

The Helpline is available Australia-wide.

https://www.asbestossafety.gov.au/


When
Saturday 21 November 2020

Where
Hyatt Regency Perth

Time
7pm Till Late

Dress Code
Cocktail Attire

Learn more at steeltoes.org.au



Reflections key objectives include:

• Supporting and connecting fellow sufferers of asbestos-related disease

• Increasing awareness of the ongoing risks of asbestos in our community

• Promoting research into better treatment outcomes for Mesothelioma sufferers

Greencap commenced a partnership with the foundation as National Risk Management 
Supporter in 2020 following a 3-year partnership with the Bernie Banton Foundation.

The work being undertaken by Reflections would not be possible without ongoing 
support from the community.
All donations of $2.00 or over are tax deductible and will be used to reduce the 
impact of Asbestos on the community.

Learn more on the Reflections website

Proudly Supporting
Reflections



Contact Details & Additional Resources

For further information 
please contact Greencap’s 
HazMat Team:

Phone: 02 9889 1800
Email: hazmat@greencap.com.au
Online: greencap.com.au

Free Bonus 
Resources
To access our downloadable 
Avoiding Asbestos Exposure & 
Unexpected Finds Checklist and 
Guide to Importation of Materials 
for Asbestos Testing

visit: 
www.greencap.com.au/myosh11

mailto:info@greencap.com.au
https://www.greencap.com.au/
http://www.greencap.com.au/myosh11


Dust Capturing Gadgets

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UTE7p0q-
iUI&ab_channel=DustlessTechnologies

https://www.dustlesstools.com/dustlessshrouds/DrillingShrouds/drilling-shrouds.php
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www.greencap.com.au

Thank You.

greencap.com.au

Adelaide | Auckland | Brisbane | Canberra | Darwin | Melbourne | Newcastle | Perth | Sydney | Wollongong 

Thank You.

www.greencap.com.au

Thank You.

Adelaide | Auckland | Brisbane | Canberra | Darwin | Geelong | Melbourne | Perth | Sydney | Wollongong 

greencap.com.auinfo@greencap.com.au

The END
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